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cruel price for their folly in aping their betters. So it was well for me to make a note of the date of the " sumptuary law," that I might not some day outrageously overdress a character.
It is a delightful study, that of costume — to learn how to drape the toga, how to hang the peplum; to understand the meaning of a bit of ribbon in the hair, whether as arranged in the three-banded fillet of the Grecian girl or as the snood of the Scottish lassie; to know enough of the cestus and the law governing its wearing, not to humiliate yourself in adopting it on improper occasions; to have at least a bowing acquaintance with all foot-gear, from sandals down to an Oxford tie; to be able to scatter your puffed, slashed, or hanging sleeves over the centuries, with their correct accompanying, small-close, large-round, or square-upstanding ruffs. Why the mere detail of girdles and hanging pouches, from distant queens down to " Faust's " Gretchen, was a joy in itself.
Then a girl who played pages, and other young boys, was naturally anxious to know all about doublets, trunks, and hpse, as well as Scottish "philibeg and sporran." And wigs ? I used to wonder if anyone could ever learn all about wigs — and I'm wondering yet.
But as one studies the coming and going of past fashions in garments, it is amusing to note their influence upon the cabinet-makers, as it is expressed in the changing shape of their chairs. For instance: when panniers developed into farthingale and monstrous hoop, chairs, high and narrow, widened, lowered their arms — dropped them entirely, making indeed a fair start toward our own great easy-chair of to-day.
I remember well what a jump my heart gave when in rooting about among materials — their weaves and dyes — I came upon the term " samite." It's a word that always thrills me, "samite, mystic, wonderful." Almost I was afraid to.read what might follow; but I need not have hesitated, since the statement was that " samite" was supposed to have been a delicate web of silk and gold